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You Can't
Hurry Love

Can you find your soulmate
in four minutes? By Chandra R. Thomas

39,

VALENTINE’S DAY 1S SUPPOSED

to be a joyous celebration of
love, but when you’re flying
solo, it can be excruciating.
HurryDate, which brought the
speed-dating craze to Atlanta
in 2001, claims to help partici-
pants “meet oodles of people.”
So ignoring that nagging loser
feeling, I log onto the website,
locate the next “party,” and
pay $335 to reserve a spot.

The typical first-date jit-
ters surface as I step into the
swanky lounge where women
ages 30 to 40 and men 35 to
45 are about to race through a
series of four-minute “dates.”
It’s awkward, but the guide,
Shelly, is friendly and clearly
used to confronting that
“Omigosh, I can’t believe
I'm doing this” look. So with
name tag in place and score-
card in hand—along with a
fruity martini that takes its

done this before?” opener

| but end up gabbing mostly

| about my job, what I do for
fun, and what part of town
I live in. (For best results,
avoid blathering about your
loser ex or why your life truly
" sucks.) After each meeting,
I write down the visitor’s
name, ID number, and brief
notes such as “spikey hair,”

“clammy hand,” “no way in

| hell,” or “cute.”
Unfortunately, many of

the men fuel my worst fears

about dating services; they’re

friendly—but also short,

balding, boring, or all of the

above. One guy appears to

have walked straight off the

| set of Revenge of the Nerds—

| perhaps it’s his wrinkled short-

| sleeved shirt and tie combo.

At home, I log onto Hurry-
| Date’s site to list my seven
| choices, just for the heck of it.

Peanur pREATH”

| bar, with a hipper crowd of

o

with the subject line “hello
pretty lady” start appearing
in my inbox from 42-year-old

| aself-described “stud.” Only
| Stud Boy e-mails me.
HurryDate may not be the
Michael. I don’t have the guts ‘ perfect cure for an ailing love

to reply but decide to give
HurryDate another shot.
At a posh Midtown sushi

| life, but it’s a fun, innovative

| way to meet people and defi-

| nitely delivers on its promise to
“cut to the chase!” &

effect immediately because | (You can only contact those 25- to 35-year-olds, I meet
3, : i
there’s no food around—I | who select you.) The next day, | James, a German who enjoys
settle into a cozy booth. I learn I’ve only been picked the outdoors; Steve, on his first | For more information
A i I b E G K d : his di > ‘ or to find out about the
s guys rotate through, y two men. Even the gee | date since his divorce; Jon, a et partyi your araa, visi
settle on a standard “Have you | dissed me! Soon, messages | cute Asian attorney; and Dave, | hurrydate.com.
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